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following the fate of some books, one can readthe history of certain geographical areas and 
their inhabitants to a significant extent. The Hag-
gadah, which is kept in the National Museum of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo, is just one 
such book; its history, on the one hand, testifies 
to the fate of the Jewish community in medieval 
Spain, their progress, then the Inquisition, de-
struction, persecution, wandering and the final 
settling of part of this community and its culture 
in Bosnia. On the other hand, it testifies to a diffi-
cult twentieth century for Bosnia: the struggle for 
the Bosniak and Jewish communities to physically 
survive, to avoid the Spanish scenario of perse-
cution of the The Other and the Different and to 
preserve the cultural and material heritage, espe-
cially during the Nazi occupation and, finally, the 
genocide in Bosnia at the end of the 20th century.
 Illuminations of high artistic value, above all 
the painting skills of representing various charac-
ters, flora and fauna, graves, symbols, geometric 
ornamentation - of course with its historical sig-
nificance - make the Sarajevo Haggadah one of 
the most famous and unique Haggadahs in the 
world. The Haggadah (Hebrew: story, narration) is, 
in fact, a Jewish ritual book that contains biblical 
stories, prayers and psalms related to the holiday 
of Passover, dedicated to the liberation of Jews 
from Egyptian slavery. The Sarajevo Haggadah is 
composed of dozens of miniatures depicting the 
creation of the world, Egyptian slavery, the exodus 
from Egypt, etc., while the text is written in square 
Hebrew script and its last part is a poetic-ritual 
addition of famous poets of Jewish literature. The 
book is by an unknown author and artist, written in 
medieval Spain, most likely in Barcelona around 
1350. It was possibly as a wedding gift for members 
of two famous families, Shoshan and Elzar, because 
their coats of arms are on the page with the coat 
of arms of Barcelona. A note from 1609 states 
that the book does not speak against the church, 
which is probably the result of an inspection on 
its contents by the Inquisition. During the 16th and 
17th centuries, the book was located in northern Italy, 
as evidenced by two short notes on its pages. It 
is not known when and how it arrived in Bosnia. 
However, in 1894, the National Museum in Sarajevo 
bought the Haggadah from the Sarajevo Sephardic 
Cohen family for 150 crowns.
 The arrival of the Haggadah in Bosnia did not 
mean its final security, as the dramatic struggle 
for its survival continued during Nazi occupation 
in World War II and during the aggression on Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in 1992-1995 and the genocide 
against Bosniaks. During the latter, it was moved 
from the National Museum to safe place in the 
safe deposit box of the Central Bank of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.
 Dr. Hikmet Karčić, research associate at the In-
stitute for the Islamic Tradition of Bosniaks, in 
his book in English Derviš M. Korkut: A Biography: 
Rescuer of the Sarajevo Haggadah highlights less-
er-known details of the struggle to save the Haggadah 
during the Nazi occupation of Sarajevo and pres-
ents its brave rescuer Derviš Korkut. The story of 
rescuing the Sarajevo Haggadah, one of the most 
important cultural treasures of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, is "one of the most intriguing told of that 
period." (p. 10).
 The book is not large in volume, notwithstanding 
the acknowledgement and introduction, it contains 
seven chapters documenting the life and work 
of Derviš Korkut: Life and Education, Holocaust, 
Haggadah, Arrest and Trial, Sarajevo City Museum, 
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Death and Heritage and Academic Work, and an 
appendix containing text "Anti-Semitism is for-
eign to the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina", 
Chronology and Bibliography.
 Derviš Korkut (Travnik, May 5, 1888 - Sarajevo, 
August 28, 1969) comes from a prominent Mus-
lim family of Travnik muftis and muderis’ in Elča 
Ibrahim-pasha's madrasa in Travnik. He himself 
briefly performed the duty of Travnik mufti, suc-
ceeding the elder brother of Sakib Korkut. Derviš 
Korkut also studied in Istanbul and spoke several 
languages.
 Working as the curator of the National Museum 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Derviš Korkut saved 
Jewish lives and Jewish cultural heritage in the 
very complex and life-threatening circumstances 
of World War II. Namely, in early 1942, "Nazi General 
Johann Hans Fortner, commander of the 718th 
Division, visited the Museum and demanded the 
Haggadah be handed over to him" (p. 38). Jozo 
Petrović, director of the National Museum, and 
Derviš Korkut, knowing of the arrival of the German 
general, had previously gone to the safe in which 
it was kept where Derviš Korkut took the Hagga-
dah and hid it behind the waistband of his trousers 
(p. 39). General Fortner asked that the Haggadah be 
handed over to him, and Director Petrović replied 
that they had given the Haggadah to a Nazi officer 
who had arrived a little earlier. When asked to be 
told the officer's name, Director Petrović replied, 
"Sir, I did not think it my place to request a name" 
(pp. 39-40).
 Although there are some details of reports of how 
it was rescued, it is "certain that the Haggadah was 
not given to Fortner," and that Korkut "brought the 
Haggadah to his own home and later gave it for 
safekeeping to a trusted imam of in a mountain 
village mosque who protected it until it was safe” 
(p. 38). Thanks to the dedication and ingenuity of 
Korkut, this unique cultural and historical artifact 
had been saved.
 Furthermore, in 1942, Derviš Korkut hid a young 
Jewish girl, Donkica Papo, in his house, whose 
Ustasha parents had already been deported to a 
concentration camp. Korkut asked his wife Servet 
to introduce her as a cousin from Kosovo, who 
came to help her after giving birth. Papo remained 
in the house until Korkut had managed to obtain 
forged documents for her and send her to a safe 
area (p. 41).
 The story of saving the Haggadah and Donkica 
Papo has long been unknown to the general public. 
During the aggression on Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Donkica Papo wrote a letter to the Yad Vashem 
Museum in 1994 and told the story of Derviš Korkut. 
The Yad Vashem Museum subsequently recognized 
Derviš and his wife Servet Korkut as the Righteous 
among the Nations (p. 63).
 Various documents and sources record that 
Derviš Korkut fought against persecution and dis-
crimination throughout his life, and he especially 
opposed anti-Semitic campaigns. During the elec-
tion campaign in 1920, he spoke in favour of Jews 
in the town of Derventa and condemned the ini-
tiative of Milorad Drašković, the Serb Minister of 
the Interior, to strip Yugoslav Jews of their franchise 
(p. 20). Also, on the eve of World War II, due to the 
rise of anti-Semitism in Yugoslavia and the launch 
of measures against the Jewish population, Korkut 
responded by writing an article "Anti-Semitism is 
foreign to the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina", 
published in Belgrade in 1940 (p. 72). On October 
17, 1941, Bosnian Jewish intellectual and bookstore 
owner Dr. Vita Kajon handed over some Jewish 
manuscripts to Korkut for safekeeping. Only a 
few days later, he was deported to the Jaseno-
vac concentration camp. Korkut, knowing that the 
manuscripts could be stolen or intentionally de-
stroyed, entered them in an archive register called 
"Archiv der Familie Kapetanović - Türkische Urkun-
den" (Archives of the Kapetanović family - Turkish 
manuscripts), and thus saved several Jewish man-
uscripts (p. 37).
 Instead of acknowledgment and commendation 
for saving human lives and cultural treasures, the 
communist Yugoslav authorities arrested Derviš 
Korkut in 1947 and in a short trial, along with several 
prominent Bosniak intellectuals, sentenced him 
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to eight years in prison, confiscation of all prop-
erty, deprivation of political rights, and loss of 
right to a  pension and social security ] for the 
next three years (p. 54).
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of right to a  pension and social security for the 
next three years (p. 54).
 The work of Dr. Karčić is largely based on the 
archival material of the Archives of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Gazi Husrev-beg's library, the Histor-
ical Archives of Sarajevo, the Museum of the City 
of Sarajevo, the Historical Museum of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Yad Vashem.
 As pointed out by Dr. Karčić, the book was written 
in honour of the memory of Derviš M. Korkut, as “a 
modest attempt to accord him the place in history he 
deserves, as someone who not only worked hard 
and honestly, but, when the time came, did what 
which was right regardless of the consequences” 
(p. 12).
 The book by dr. Hikmet Karčić is a very inspiring 
and useful read, it encourages kindness and solidarity 
in people, develops awareness that we are, above 
all, people equal in their dignity and that it obliges 
us to take care of each other, protect and come 
to each other's aid regardless of national, reli-
gious and ideological differences. Being human is 
our primary and fundamental characteristic that 
no one should ever question or endanger. Only 
on this determinant can and should all other quali-
ties, abilities and diverse talents of individuals and 
human communities be developed in harmony and 
respect. This is still a powerful Bosnian message 
that is often not heard or understood by those 
who need it in Europe and the world to protect 
humanity from suffering and discrimination, es-
pecially from the recurrence of the Holocaust and 
the genocide committed in Bosnia at the end of 
the twentieth century.
